
Twenty-Five Years



...And on the third day, God said, “Let the water be 

gathered in one place, and let dry ground appear.” And 

it was so. God called the dry ground “land,” and the 

gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 

was good. Genesis 1: 9-10

Boating on our “sea,” Lake Michigan, is an awesome experience. WE are very blessed. The sand dunes, beaches, 
and fresh water combine to rival the beauty found few other places on earth. It is so easy for us to take for 
granted that which only a small percentage of the population has an opportunity to experience. It is a gift, and 
for us, Anchorage Marina is the gateway that we share in commonality to access this God given beauty. Enjoy 
and be grateful!  PDC
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Dedication

“Butch, may your memory always live on at Anchorage.”



SCOTT’S MARINA (C i rca 1978)

 
VISION

buy

A SNAPSHOT OF THE FIRST 25 YEARS

Ronald Reagan was just beginning his first term as President, and William Milliken was Governor of Michigan, 
when Anchorage was incubated. Postage stamps were 18 cents. MTV went on the air. Joe Louis died and 
movies of 1981 included  and . AIDS was first identified and Sandra 
Day O’Conner was the first woman nominated to the US Supreme Court. We were on the unforeseen horizon 
of a recession. Lake-water levels were rather normal.

Tom Beckering

Anchorage Marina



 
PIONEER MARINA

Pioneer Marina

 
CONSTRUCTION

Take Five

Early D Dock Parking!



Photos by Jack Cooper
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Photos courtesy of:

Jim Bos

Pete St. John

Jack Cooper



 
THE EARLY YEARS

The Grand Rapids Press

everything



 
SLIP SALES & MARKETING

Photo by Chas Thompson



 
KICK OFF

 
THE MATURING YEARS

that



 
MANAGERS

 
CARY MASTERS

Cheryl Ann

Cary Masters



 
CALICO’S

 
YACHT CLUB



dictated

 
ANCHORAGE CUP

should
Pioneer Marina



Liberty Liberty



 
ANCHORAGE CUP POSTER



The Grand Plan vs. Reality



lived





EVOLUTION OF THE CENTURY CLUB

CENTURY CLUB

Anchorage Marina Yacht Club was founded through the financial generosity of the following members:



Jack Cooper
1982-1983

Ken Noorman
1984-1989

Casey Cnossen
1990-1991

David (Butch) Harmsen
1992-1997

Jack Knoblauch
1998-2003

Bob Gray
2004-Present

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS



ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS

YACHT CLUB COMMODORES

ANCHORAGE CUP CHAIRPERSONS

                                  *Deceased



April 81 Marina phase one A – E docks 

October 81 Service plaza complete

Spring 82 Residential condos complete

Spring 82 Service plaza leased to Robinson / Jousma

Spring 82 F dock / parking lot complete

Spring 82 E dock reconfigured  

Fall 83 Service plaza sold to Jerry Beckering

September 83 Cary Masters becomes manager

October 83 First Anchorage Cup race

January 84 Board of directors expanded from 5 to 7 members

Fall 84 Jerry Beckering builds second storage shed

June 84 Yacht Club officially organized

April 85 Calicos / lounge expansion

Labor Day 87 Corporation (Beckering) agreement of sale to Walker

Spring 88 AA, A & D dock expansion. A2, A4 & A6 eliminated

Summer 88 Second story added to fuel dock

April 90 Contract with Management Masters Company

 April 91 Fuel dock / slip E 165 purchased by association from Walker

Summer 91 Storage shed for YC tables / chairs built

 Fall 93 Jerry Beckering sells service department to Cooper / Cavanagh

July 94 Successful vote to purchase Walker’s corporate interest

2002 Pay off of Walker mortgage 

2003 Service plaza builds condominium storage shed 

CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS



Grand Rapids Press

Grand Rapids Press

Fluid Connections

ss

Snippets from the First 25 Years



“Burromasters are the result of an evolution. 
They were not planned, or born of an agenda. They just 
happened as friends of sailing began bonding, and ex-
panding their base. They are strictly without structure 
or officers. The catalyst is an annual sail to Sheboy-
gan, Wisconsin. This adventure correlates with the June 

Sprints at Road America in Elkhart Lake, Wis-
consin. An outgrowth of this crossing is an 

annual banquet to kick off each sailing 
season.”

Wintered sailboat “resting” on the bottom at F dock



America II

America II

Sea Quest

Santana

Morning Winds



sunk

Note –  
Sharon (Harmsen) Gilman still owns slip B70.

Slippery Lynne

“Thanks for your service, Steve.”

Steve Sluiter

BIG CATCH! Fishing Jerry’s Golf Cart From the Drink



Earl H. Beckering

Thomas E. Beckering

John Bouma

Andrew Dykema

David J. Harmsen

Kenneth J. Harmsen

Benard P. Hoekstra

Paul W. Newhof

A. Robert Poggi

Edward F. Windemuller

Loyd E. Winer

ANCHORAGE MARINA DEVELOPERS



Photos by Chas Thompson







The production of this history is made possible through the financial generosity of the following, 
and to whom we gratefully acknowledge:

GOLD LEVEL PATRONS

Fluid Connections, Inc.

Anchorage Marine Service

David Dirkse

Jack & Ida Cooper

Rodenhouse Body Shop

John & Dietre Tillotson

Dorr Community Pharmacy

Dennis Wieling & Susan 
Wojahn

LeRoy & Sandy Lajeunesse

Harmsen Construction

Ken & Gwen Hoving

Management Masters Co.

Robert & Delores Jones

Bill Clark Family

Stephen & Norma Brink

Jack & Joy Coté

SILVER LEVEL PATRONS

IN APPRECIATION

The outside cover spread represents the marina as it appears today. The inside cover spread was taken the first year and reveals 

the following: inside front cover – no fence around condo parking lot, no bike path (shoulder only), house trailer “service 

building” next to F dock heads, no F dock slips and no slips end of D dock, small shade trees on east lawn and “exposed” 

playground. Inside back cover – no residential condos, no AA dock slips, building with a square roof was Miller’s Marina.




